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life should be lived in a religious environment and
permeated by religious ideals. It is this which creates a
very difficult problem for a Government which seeks to
preserve a strictly neutral attitude in religious matters.
The Brahmanic settlements were probably most
frequently situated in forests in ancient times. The con-
tact with Nature and absence of the evils of city life which
this involved must have been important factors in creat-
ing an atmosphere which was most helpful in the forma-
tion of spiritual ideals. The classic poets love to depict
the beautiful surroundings of the asramas and the
simple life of their inhabitants in contact with both ani-
mate and inanimate Nature, Though the Brahmanic edu-
cation was no doubt also carried on in towns, especially
in later times, the forest sanctuary has always been the
Indian ideal. This is another of the ancient educational
ideals which is most important, and one that is worthy of
the attention of modern educationists.
*                            *                           *                         *
The future of India lies in its children, and this land,
with its vast population, presents a wonderful opportunity
as well as a huge responsibility to its educators. There
are, and will no doubt always be, many controversies
with regard to the most desirable development that its
educational system shall take; but it is to be hoped that
there will arise therefrom a system which, while
incorporating new and old, will transcend both in its
practice as well as in its ideals.